Jason’s Journey
“I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.” Psalm 119:32(NIV)

The weather has finally turned here in Dallas. It has been pretty comfortable the last several weeks with
intermittent rain showers. A blessing after the scorching summer even if it does mean that my lawn needs
more mowing. The nicer weather has made outdoor activities seem more appealing. I learned to play disc
golf (or frisbee golf) when I was in San Luis Obispo, and there are several
courses nearby.

Disc golf in the pleasant fall weather

Things are also going well in my work with Language Software. I got the
opportunity to participate in the Language Software Developer conference
which brought developers together from all the countries they work in to
discuss technologies and issues in our field. The conference was held at JAARS
in North Carolina giving me an opportunity to stay with Lloyd and Pamela Goss.
I was able to spend some time catching up with them and visiting their church,
even with the busy conference schedule. Unfortunately I caught a virus and
had to spend one day of the conference in bed recuperating. Turns out that
day was my birthday. The Gosses bought me
a cake which we enjoyed together the next
day when I was feeling better.

One part of the conference that was particularly interesting to me was
when one of the developers gave a presentation about writing software
for sago farmers. Sago is a starch made from the pulp of the sago palm
and is part of the diet of many peoples in east Asia. The idea of trying to
make our new software with an interface and other features to make things Me and most of Wycliffe’s language software
easier for novice computer users appeals to me. The role of software developers at JAARS for the LSDev conference
in Bible translation and missions is changing as we try and improve the process and
results by getting more local people involved.

Greg shows scripture on
many devices including
an Android phone

Shortly after returning to Dallas there was an Android workshop put on by the NonRoman Scripts Initiative group. I was able to work together with others on ideas and uses
for some SIL developed technology for displaying complex scripts on Android phones.
Android phones seem likely to be the first smart phone priced low enough to be affordable
in minority language communities. We used a prototype from that workshop to present
some Nkonya scripture at the Bible Translation 2011 conference the following week.
There is exciting work ahead for us and I’m excited to be a part of it.
Thank you for all your continuing prayers and support.

If you plan to begin praying for me regularly, or if you feel led to help financially the best way to let me know is
through the following website: http://www.wycliffe.org/Partnership.aspx?mid=4702DC
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