
Jason’s Journey
“I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.” Psalm 119:32(NIV)

Hearing the Christmas Story Again, for the first time.
Christmas was coming.  On the Cape Verde Islands off the coast of West Africa, the Cape Verdean
translation team was hard at work translating the Gospel of Luke into their mother tongue—
Kabuverdianu.  When they completed the first two chapters, they gave a copy to their pastor and asked
him to review it.

The first Sunday in December came, and the pastor began his sermon as he always did, asking the
congregation to stand for the reading of God’s Word.  This time, however, instead of opening the Bible in
the official language, Portuguese, he opened his copy of the verses recently drafted into Kabuverdianu.

“Our reading will be from Luke 2, verses 1 through 7,” he announced.

As the congregation listened intently, he read the passage.  Pausing, he
exclaimed, “It tastes so good, it tastes so good!”  Then he started reading
again and didn’t stop until he’d finished the entire chapter, reading with
the confidence and expression of someone who understood and cherished
every word.

The translation team began to sob.  A row of teenage girls stared at each
other in wide-eyed wonder and then dissolved into a group hug.  Eyes
glistened with tears. As the last word was read, a spontaneous cheer erupted:  “Amen! Hallelujah!”  The
service closed with many hugs for those who had worked on the translation.

After the service, a woman who was educated in the official language approached a team member and
said that at first she tried to follow along in her Portuguese Bible, but then she decided to close her eyes
and just listen as the pastor read in her own language.

“I let the words fall over me,” she said.  “For the first time in my
life I felt washed by the Word.  I thought I knew the Christmas
story by heart, but I must confess that today I feel like I’ve heard
it for the very first time.”

That was Christmas 2000, and since then Cape Verdeans have
continued to feel the impact of God’s Word. A man once stopped
some members of the Translation Commission on the street. “I
have never set foot in a church,” he confessed.  Then he slowly
pulled a copy of Kabuverdianu Luke from his briefcase. “But I have
read every word in this book.  Thank you! It has changed my life,
and I am reading it to my family.”

The above story was shared with the Wycliffe members recently.  I
was inspired by it.  Reading the Christmas story from Luke is part

of my family’s Christmas tradition.  It is a story so familiar to me that it is hard to imagine hearing it for
the first time in my own language.  I feel incredibly blessed to be able to be a part of bringing the Bible to
others so that they can be moved by the advent story just like we can.

“For the first time in my
life I felt washed by the
Word.  I thought I knew the
Christmas story by heart,
but I must confess that
today I feel like I’ve heard
it for the very first time.”
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Christmas Reminiscing
Looking back on the last two years it is exciting
to see what God has been doing, and where he
has taken me.  December 18th saw me in Kenya
in 2008 and in Korea in 2009.  The family mission
trip that my parents initiated to Kenya was a
huge blessing and served to encourage my
growing desire to get involved with Wycliffe.

Last year I spent Christmas in Korea with my
brother encouraging believers there.  Seeing the
way God has been working over this last year I
can’t help but give thanks for where he has
brought me.  This year will be a simple
Christmas at home with my parents.

 I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas
season, remembering how Jesus humbly came to
be our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.

How can you help?

If you are willing to regularly pray for me, or if you can help me financially the best way to let me know is
through the following website:  http://www.wycliffe.org/Partnership.aspx?mid=4702DC

If you don’t want to receive any more newsletters from me, or if you would prefer to get them in a different
format please contact me using the info below and let me know.  Thank you and God Bless.

Jason Naylor

THANKS!

I just wanted to thank everyone who helped
make the Dessert Night and Wycliffe

presentation that I had in San Jose a success.

Enough people came to dent the mountain of
desserts, and asked great questions about

Wycliffe and what I’ll be doing.. The prayers
offered were much appreciated.

Prayer Requests:

Please  be praying for my brother Matt this
Christmas season as he ministers in Uganda.

Pray that God would be moving in peoples
hearts and guiding me to new supporters as
next year begins.

Pray for me as I finish out my last two months
of Software Development for CDM/Boeing
(I sent my official resignation letter with the
date of February 28th.)


